
ACCELERATION
Presented by: Mr. Michael Swanbrough, Head of Teaching and Learning
Time: 7:00 - 7:30pm (Session 2) / 8:30 - 9:00pm (Session 4)
Where: Room 114 
In this Seminar, Maths teacher and Head of Teaching Learning, Michael Swanbrough, will talk through the advantages and 
challenges of an accelerated subject in VCE. Using data to inform his thinking Michael can provide advice and 
guidance about which students may benefit most from acceleration, and which subjects may be most beneficial to 
a student’s VCE program. If you are thinking about acceleration, or unsure of what this looks like as your student 
approaches VCE, then this seminar will be helpful in clarifying the benefits and process of acceleration.

TRANSITION/SECONDARY
Presented by: Mr. John Presant, Head of Secondary School
Time: 6:15 - 6:45pm (Session 1) / 7:45 - 8:15pm (Session 3)
Where: Room 114 
As students transition from Primary to Secondary School there are many challenging, and exciting, opportunities. In this 
session, John Presant (Head of Secondary) will provide an overview of how the College supports your child through the 
journey of Secondary School – beginning with Year 7. Topics such as academic pathways, the careers program, and the 
pastoral care program will be covered. Specific information will also be provided regarding the Mathematics pathways 
available. This session is aimed for parents of Year 6 students who will be making the transition to Secondary School in 
2023, for parents of students who are new to the College and for those who are looking to hear about the opportunities 
which exist as your child progresses through the Secondary School.

GOD’S BIG STORY 
Presented by: Mr. Doug Allison, Head of Teaching and Learning—Secondary
Time: 7:45 - 8:15pm (Session 3)
Where: Room 113
In this seminar, Doug Allison our new Head of Learning and Teaching—Secondary, will be sharing the new curricu-
lum framework that all St Andrews courses will be taught from. “God’s Big Story” is a Christian Schools Australia 
(CSA) initiative that will help us as a school more deeply embed a biblical worldview across all the curriculum. Seeing 
the world through a ‘Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration’ model will help our students to better understand the 
world around them, and their role in ‘God’s Big Story’. 

HOW DOES SCALING and ATAR WORK?
Presented by:  Mr Greg Crotty, Head of Science
Time: 7:00 - 7:30pm (Session 2) / 8:30 - 9:00pm (Session 4)
Where: Room 113 
Do bell curve standardisations and standard deviations excite you? Want to understand the nuts and bolts of ATAR 
calculation and study score scaling? Then this is the seminar for you. This seminar promises to be an opportunity to learn 
more about how scores are calculated from a students’ performance in the classroom.

WHAT IS VCE?
Presented by:  Mrs. Natalie Farmer, VCE Coordinator
Time: 6:15 - 6:45pm  (Session 1) / 7.45 - 8.15pm (Session 3)
Where: Room 116 
Ever wondered what VCE is? What are ‘units’? How many units does my student need to complete VCE? What is a normal load 
of subjects for students? Am I able to accelerate? Understanding exactly what the requirements are to fulfil the VCE, and 
the options available can be daunting and complex. All these questions and more will be answered about the Victorian 
Certificate of Education (VCE) at St Andrews Christian College in this seminar.

BENEFITS OF A GOOD WELLBEING 
Presented by:  Mrs Marina Heading—Secondary Wellbeing Coordinator
Time: 7:00 - 7:30pm (Session 1) / 8:30 - 9:00pm (Session 4)
Where: Room 116
Student wellbeing is of vital importance. In this Seminar, you will learn about why student wellbeing is beneficial to their 
academic, social and emotional outcomes. Learning how to manage things such as stress and the burden of perfectionism 
can be a common struggle for many Secondary students. Mr Grant will talk through the ways we at St Andrews are caring for 
your child’s wellbeing and will be helpful tips and suggestions about how you can work together with your child to 
improve their wellbeing

WHAT’S ON IN YEAR 9?
Presented by: Mrs. Adele Appleby, Year 9/10 Coordinator
Time: 6:15 - 6:45pm (Session 1)
Where: Room 113
At St Andrew’s we provide opportunities to students beyond the classroom to enhance this maturing and development 
process. In this seminar you will learn about the Duke of Edinburgh Program, City Experience and the Central Australia Trip 
which are all central parts of the program designed to engage students in their learning in Year 9. If you have a student 
in Year 7 or 8, this is seminar is sure to be of interest!
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Session  Time Room 113  Room 114 Room 116

Session 1 6:15 - 6:45 What’s on in Year 9 Transition/Secondary What is VCE?

Session 2  7:00 - 7:30 ATAR/Scaling Acceleration Wellbeing

Session 3  7:45 - 8:15 God’s Big Story Transition/Secondary What is VCE?

Session 4  8:30 - 9:00 ATAR/Scaling Acceleration Wellbeing


